Corn is grown on the sloping fields of the Corn Belt at the loss of huge amounts of moisture and soil. The moisture whlchjruns from these fields finds its way off the farms, in most cases, and its movement contributes to droughts in the Corn Belt and floods in the Mississippi and tributaries. The moisture flowing from these lands carries with it large amounts of soil. When sufficient topsoil is removed, gullies appear, lt is not profitable to grow corn on subsoil and, after the fields become gullied, they become difficult or possible to cultivate and so are doned to pasture. The term "aban is used because lt is seldom thou profitable to supply the lime and izer to get these fields into so-"tame pastures". The result is t these abandoned fields gradually inhabited with numerous weeds and pasture grasses such as those in I. (Eleusine indica). Annual bunchgrass -dies in fall in the Corn Belt.
(Setaria Viridis). Chaetochlea viridis. Annual bunchgrass; dies in late fall. Very common in waste land.
(Setaria lutescens). Chaetochlea lutescens. Annual bunchgrass; dies in late fall but the inflorescence persists well into the winter. It may be of some value in fall and winter as an erosioncontrol grass, but its roots and leaves have decomposed by spring.
(Hordeum pusillum). Annual bunchgrass. Helps form a ground cover in the spring.
(Holcus lanatus). Perennial. Found in open ground, meadows, and moist places.
(Agropyron repens). Perennial, propagates bj rootstocks and seed. Good soil binder; fair forage value. A persistent weed because of its heavy rootstock growth.
(Cenchrus pauciflorus). Annual. Often forms large mats. Found on poor sandy soils.
